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R ose was the Mother of Terry and Martina, Grandmother of

Amanda, Elizabeth and the late Shannon.

Rose was born in Rockwood, Tennessee on February 27, 1926 to Samuel and Amanda Grasham.

She was their eleventh child. She passed on August 19, 2013 of natural causes.

Rose grew up in Rome Georgia, where her father worked for the Rayon Plant. The plant had a
great community center for the employee’s families and Rose especially loved the swimming

pool. She was a girl scout, bowled on the Rayon Plant team and played basketball all through
school. She even coached basketball in High School.

Rose went to Business College after High School and moved to Youngstown, Ohio where one of
her sisters lived and was employed by US Steel. She had not even received a paycheck when she
was called into the office only to be told they were giving her a raise.

She joined the Youngstown Business Women’s Association and the Baptist Church while in Ohio.
It was while living in Ohio that she met Jimmy, the love of her life, and a year later they married
on May 15, 1948.

After Jimmy and Rose were married, Rose didn't work much as Terry arrived in November of
1949 and Martina arrived in December of 1954. Rose was a busy stay at home mom. Rose was

proud of her daughters and their accomplishments and encouraged them to reach for the stars.

In 1954 the family moved to California. They stayed in San Bernardino because Rose’s brother
lived here. Jimmy had a job in San Diego but when he met with General Dynamics, they really

wanted a personnel director and he was a public relations director. So they stayed in San
Bernardino. Rose went for an interview at General Telephone Company and went to work the
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next day. She used to tell people, “She felt like a visitor who came to California, liked it and stayed
for thirty years.”

Terry married John Merkel and Martina married Jack Hooven. Both men were welcomed into the
family as her sons and Rose was proud of the wonderful men that they are.

She retired in 1989. After Rose retired, she traveled to Europe with her 80 year-old sister to see the
passion play and toured England, France, Austria and Germany. Rose and Jimmy were always on
the go, Ronald Reagan’s Inauguration, Annual Army Reunions, Family Reunions, Shows, Trips to

Laughlin, Dinners for Congressmen, Dinners for the Sheriff and Fundraising Events for Churches
and so on.

When Jimmy died in December 2003, Rose was lost having been married for 55 years and
devoting the last 5 years to his care. In January 2004, Terry found Fluffy a stray cockapoo, who
became Rose’s “lifesaver” and new faithful companion.

Terry and Rose went to the first bereavement group that Norm Kidd directed at Bobbitt Chapel.
Rose made so many good friends through the bereavement group.

Rose continued to make a new life for herself keeping busy with her family, garden, poker and

bunco at the Highland Senior Center and also made several new friends at the Elks Club.

Rose had some health problems but always bounced back saying that God had a reason for her

being and she lived her life trying to fulfill his plan.

Rose made a difference in the essence of those she met. Maybe she made you smile, she lent you
a listening ear, she offered a Kleenex for a tear, but she always opened her heart. She respected,

appreciated, and loved the people in her life. I am glad I have known Rose as my life has been
enhanced from our love and friendship and especially the great stories she told.

Do what makes you
HAPPY

Be with who makes you

SMILE
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Laugh as much as you
BREATHE

Love as long as you
LIVE

Rose did
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Visitation

Bobbitt Memorial Chapel

1299 E Highland Avenue, San Bernardino CA

92404

Celebration of Life

Bobbitt Memorial Chapel

1299 E Highland Avenue, San Bernardino CA

92404

Committal Service

Riverside National Cemetery

22495 Van Buren Blvd, Riverside CA 92518

Cemetery Details

Riverside National Cemetery

22495 Van Buren Blvd, Riverside CA 92518

(951) 653 8417
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Tuesday, August 27, 2013

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM PT

Tuesday, August 27, 2013

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM PT

Tuesday, August 27, 2013

12:30 PM - 1:00 PM PT
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Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Connelly family.

August 27 at 4:28 AM

NW Nancy Wallace posted:

Rose will always be with me in my heart. In my memory I can hear her say our time together laughing

and talking is priceless, and it was. I will surely miss her.

August 27 at 3:31 AM

AS Alexis Shoemaker posted:

The first time Mike and I met Rose is when we were looking for a home to purchase in 1989. Rose and

her 2 grand daughters were in her back yard when Rose gave us a brief history of the home. I liked

her and thought she would make a wonder neighbor. Rose told us later that she had spoken to the

former owner, Gordon Wall, and taliked him into selling "us" the house. You were the BEST neighbor

EVER Miss Rose. I will miss you, oh so much! Tell Jimmy we still miss him, too!Mike and Alexis

Shoemaker

August 26 at 12:35 PM

MK Mel, Kim, Lauren, Stephen And Karen sent a Secret Garden Basket to the Connelly

family.

August 26 at 7:47 AM

BC Bonnie Charlton lit a candle in honor of Rose.

Sweet Rose..She and Terry did so much together.......even Aerobic Dancing...I wish

you love Rose.

August 26 at 7:21 AM
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Anonymous sent a Gift of Grace Bouquet to the Connelly family.

August 26 at 4:10 AM

SH Sue Hamer posted:

Marty and I send our love and prayers to Martina and Terry and their families. Marty has many fond

memories of his Aunt Rose and I had the priviledge of meeting her and enjoying their visits to

Youngstown.Sue and Marty Hamer

August 23 at 1:36 PM

CB Coreen Nelson Brown posted:

I have so many memories of Aunt Rose. The earliest ones were when they came to our house on

Delason to have a late night pastry. I remember Christmas parties in their basement before they

moved to CA. And oh how the Connelly family loved to laugh. After they moved to CA, I made 3 trips

to visit them. And then there were the trips Aunt Rose & Uncle Jim made back to Ohio. Uncle Jim

always seemed to get into trouble during those visits. I often look at old family pictures and reflect on

so many good times. We are planning a trip to California next summer and I was hoping to visit her

and hear again her Georgia sayings. She was loved and she will be missed.

August 23 at 10:47 AM

NN Neices And Nephews sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Connelly family.

August 23 at 1:55 AM

KH Kathy Hetrick posted:

I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER ROSE AS ONE OF MY FAVORITE AUNTS . I REMEMBER HER WEDDING

RECEPTION AT OUR HOUSE ON DELASON WHERE THE WHOLE FAMILY LIVED FOR MANY YEARS

AND THE LAST TIME WE CAME TO CALIFORNIA WHEN GARY AND I VISITED AND WENT TO MARIE

CALANDERS FOR LUNCH.

August 23 at 1:42 AM

PAGE 8 OF 9



Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Rose by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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